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Dear Orchard Families,          October 13, 2020 
 
This is an update regarding our auction funds from last spring’s successful virtual 2020 auction! 
 
Prior to our school closure last spring, our Orchard community had the opportunity to vote on the use of 
the auction proceeds. At the conclusion of the vote, the following items were prioritized (in order of 
preference): 
 

1. Flexible Seating for Classrooms 
2. Replacement wireless microphones for our Multi-Purpose Room(MPR)/Stage Performances 
3. Voice Amplification FM Systems 
4. Outdoor Gaga Pit flooring 
5. Playground improvements (mural, flower talk stations, mile markers) 

 
Given our current protocols for in-school learning, we are finding an increased need for the Voice 
Amplification FM Systems (#3 above). Simply put, these systems allow for better clarity of sound in 
classrooms as teachers wear a microphone. Typically, they are beneficial in classrooms by increasing 
student attention and focus, as well as providing increased ability to hear and discern sounds. This year, 
systems currently installed in two of our classrooms are proving even more effective for our teachers as 
they instruct students while wearing a mask. We already can hear such a difference in those classrooms! 
You can learn more about the system we will be purchasing here.  
 
The HSA has generously donated funds from our auction to purchase these systems for all remaining 
classrooms this year. You will see this donation on the upcoming 10.19 BOE agenda. Please know, once 
school can be held in a more typical fashion, the priority remains for increased flexible seating options in 
classrooms as well as replacing microphones in the MPR. These will not be forgotten items and will get 
funded either through school budget appropriations or future HSA endeavors! 
 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact our HSA President, Todd Rothman, or me 
directly. Thank you so very much for your continued support of our school. We are grateful! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mary Ferreri 
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